The Random Jottings of Donald Jay in Nelson in Pendle Lancashire . 


The location of Malkin Tower is uncertain. It may have been demolished shortly after the 1612 
trials, Malkin Tower was in the reedly area of pendle near to brierfield and Little Marsden on 
the way to Clone in Lancashire was the home of Elizabeth Southerns, also known as Demdike a 
nd her granddaughter Alizon Device, Jennet Device Elizabeth Southerns, alias Demdike 
Elizabeth Device daughter of Demdike * James Device son of Elizabeth Device * Alison Device 
daughter of Elizabeth Device 

Deep in the heart of Pendle, Lancashire, there stood an ancient tower that was said to have been 
the home of witches. Malkin Tower was its name, and for generations, it was said to have been 
inhabited by a coven of witches led by the infamous Demdike. 

Elizabeth Southerns, who was also known as Demdike, was a woman feared by many in the 
surrounding villages. She was said to have had powers that allowed her to communicate with the 
spirits and cast spells that could make a person sick or even cause death. 

The people who lived near Malkin Tower avoided it at all costs, fearing the dark powers that 
were said to reside within its walls. But for Demdike and her family, it was their home, a place 
where they could practice their craft and live freely. 

Elizabeth had a daughter named Elizabeth Device, who had a son named James Device, and a 
granddaughter named Alizon Device. And then there was Jennet Device, the youngest of 
Elizabeth's grandchildren, who was said to be the most powerful of them all. 

It was on a dark and stormy night that a group of villagers came to Malkin Tower, seeking to put 
an end to the witchcraft that was said to be practiced within its walls. They burst into the tower, 
determined to arrest the witches and put them on trial for their crimes. 

But the witches were ready for them. They fought back with all their might, calling on the spirits 
to aid them in their defense. The battle was fierce, and many lives were lost on both sides. 

In the end, the witches were captured and put on trial. Elizabeth Southerns, Demdike herself, 
died in prison before she could be tried, but her daughter and granddaughter were both found 
guilty of witchcraft and sentenced to hang. 

Malkin Tower was left abandoned, its walls crumbling and its secrets lost to time. Some say that 
the spirits of the witches still haunt the tower, seeking revenge on those who wronged them. 
And even though the tower may have been demolished shortly after the trials, the legend of 
Malkin Tower and the witches who called it home lives on to this day. 


By Donald Jay 


